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years, giving to them a ducat a-piece, saying that he wished
to restore the Pope's health, and that he required for that
purpose a certain quantity of human blood, which must be
young; that he drew all the blood out of those three boys;
that the said boys incontinently died; that, when the Lord
Innocent P.P. VIII knew, He execrated the crime of the
Jew and gave order for his arrest; that the Jew had taken
himself by flight out of the reach of the torturers; and that
the Pope received no cure. This, Dr. Mandell Creighton
and Mr. John Addington Symonds call transfusion of
blood. They appear to be unaware of the fifteenth-century
passion for sublimation and distillation: and they appear to
have missed this sentence of Raynaldus, ut ex eo (the
young blood) pharmacum stillicidium chimica arte paratmi
propinandum Pontifici conficeret; which plainly shows that
it was a draught, a drink,1 the quintessence of the boys'
blood, prepared by his alchymical art, with which the He-
brew physician was going to fail to save the life of the
Pope.

These were the times, and the men, which the Vice-
chancellor-Cardinal Rodrigo de Lan<jol y Borja had to deal

1 The saving virtue of a drink of human blood was no new idea.
Compare Tertullian Apol. IX. "Item UK qui^munere in arena
noxiorum iugulatorum sanguinem receptem (de iugulo decurrentem
exceptum) avida siti comitiali morbo medentes hauserunt, ubi sunt?"